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SUB J : STATUS OF SALMON AND HALIBUT PROBLEMS 
REF: TOKYO 236 

1. NO AGREEMENT REACHED TO DATE ON BRISTOL BAY SALMON 
PROBLEM. DURING DISCUSSIONS IN LATE DECEMBER JAPANESE 
EMBASSY NOTED THAT SOME TIME REMAINED BEFORE BEGINNING OF 
SALMON SEASON AND STATED THAT GOJ WOULD LIKE FURTHER TIME 
TO CONSIDER PROBLEM. DEPT OFFICIAL POINTED OUT THAT STATE 
OF ALASKA HAS SERIOUS AND URGENT MANAGEMENT PROBLEM AND 
URGED EARLY AND FAVORABLE RESPONSE BY GOJ. WE HAD TOLD 
EMBASSY THEIR EARLIER PROPOSALS NOT ACCEPTABLE AS BASIS FOR 
AGREEMENT. 

2. APPARENT AGREEMENT REACHED ON HALIBUT PROBLEM AND CON- 
CURRED IN BY CANADA. IN ADDITION TO CONSERVATION MEASURES 
A -REED BY GOJ AT TOKYO INPFC MEETING, GOJ HAS AGREED (1) TO 
PROHIBIT OPERATIONS OF MOTHERSHIP AND NORTH PACIFIC TRAWL 
FISHERIES IN AREA A SOUTH OF 55 DEGREES 30 MINUTES N FROM 
JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31,1974 (AND NEXT SEASON FROM DECEMBER 1, 
1974 TO MARCH 31, 1975), (2) TO PROHIBIT OPERATIONS OF 
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SOUTH OF 56 DEGREES FROM DECEMBER 1, 1974 TO MARCH 31, 1975. 

AT GOJ REQUEST WE DROPPED CLOSURE OF AREA E FOR FEBRUARY AND 
MARCH 1974 IN VIEW SMALL INCIDENTAL CATCH THAT AREA DURING 
THOSE TWO MONTHS. 

3. AS TO PROCEDURE GOJ WILL INFORM INPFC SECRETARIAT OF 
GOJ VOLUNTARY MEASURES ON HALIBUT WITH REQUEST INFO BE 
CIRCULATED OTHER TWO SECTIONS. PROPOSAL FOR INPFC ADOPTION 
OF JOINT CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR HALIBUT IN EASTERN 
BERING SEA FOR 1974 NOW IN PREPARATION IN NMFS. IT WILL 
BE SENT SECRETARIAT FOR CIRCULATION AND APPROVAL OTHER TWO 
SECTIONS. RUSH 
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